HERRING FISHERY,

By reason of the lessened importation of pickled herring fram
abroad, consequent upon the extraordinory demsnd for such products
in other countries, American consumers could not be supplied to the
full extent of their demands., In order to stimulate production, and
to enable the packers to prepare a commodity acceptable to the gemeral
trade and thus in o measure offset the shortage of imported herring,
the Govermment secured the services of lir. Auge. He D. Klie, a recog-
nized expert in the preparation of herring by the Scotch cure , m—e
oWSRINDR, Carly in lay, he was sent to Alaska, which was regarded
as the most promising field for exploitation and development, and
was authorized to make such demonstration of the Scotch method and
give such instructions to designatcd assistants as would enable
them to carry on the work by giving aid and encouragement to herring
packers in southeast and central Alasksa, where operations were chiefly
carried one Directions in prinfed form were mailed early in the
season to all companies and individuals who were known to be inter-
ested in any phase of the Alaskan fisheries, and their cooperation
was requested in making a determined effort to utilize a much ne-
glected food fish thus inereasing food supplies and lightening the
drain on other meat supplies so urgently needed abroad in the com=
missariat of the army of this and allied eountries., The efforts of
the Govermment along this line were met in a commendable manner by
two of the large companies interested in the fisheries of Alaska, the
Algska Herring and Sardine Co., and the Alaska Pacifie Herring Co.,
both =t Port Walter. These two companies packed several hundred

barrels of Beotch cured herring, ©Smaller operators manifested a

willingness to follow the Scoteh cure, and encoursging results were



Ze

obtained, although the pack was not up to expectations, The grezter

part of the herring pickled in Alaska in 1917 was Qrepared, Lowever,

according to the Norwegian formula. This mzy be due to the fact

that it requires less work to pack herring in this way. Lioreover,

no particular style barrel is required, whereas the packing of hérring

by the Scotch cure involves considerably more labor snd reguires a

special barrel but a better article and one that the trade demands is

obtaineds, It was to meet the needs of an established market that the

Govermment inaugurated or launched the Scotch cure propaganda.v LAs a

direct result of this work, 1,877,456 pounds, or 7622 barrels, of

herring were Scotch cured in Alaska in 1917, At ﬂle same time 13,576

barrels were packed by the Norwegian method.

STATISTICLL SULL.ARY.
In 1917, the investment in the herring fishery of Alaska was

§662,002, s compared with {509,046 in 1916, This is a very creditable
showing when viewed in connection with the fact that the investments of
the Alaska Herring & Sardine Co., and the Alaska Pacific Herring Co., are
now ineluded in fhe investments in the gglmon industry since both companies
made considerable packs <.)f canned salmon, The number of persons engaged
was 214, as compared with 392 in 1916, The products were valued at

$767,729, as compared with $418,076 in 1916, the gain being 349,653,




INVESTMENT IN THE HERRING ¥ICHERY OF ALASKA IN 1917.

Southeast Central Western

Fhama, Alaskae Alaska, Alaska, ikl
Top Values Nop Values Noe.| Value, No. | Value,
Plants Operated..........-....-...... 7p 100’700. 5[107,340 . 2h 5,800.’ 14. ?13'840

Qperating capital.............-......‘..... 177,087 sese 80,085 soe 9,100 seees 266,270
Vessels:

Power vessels over 5 (ONSeccescces 6 19,300 2l 13,000 1 850 9 33,150

Net tonﬂageoooouooooooloono--..q 176 essaeod 38 sosssccleceseponccnce 214 ssenses
Launches under 5 tONSeecsccescsceasd 3 3,800 4 5,100 1 800 8 9,700
BoatS, TOW and €iNnCecesscscccscceesd 18 2,550 32 2,850 | 315 b4 5.555
Lighters and SCOWSesecssscsscccsey 6 4,750 9 7,912 1 260 16 12,912
Pile OriverSeeccscssscecscccsscccccced g 1,500 1 1,200 sesfpsscsons 3 2,700

Gear:

OeinesSecccesessccconsecssscesconnesy 14 10’600 7 29300 1 350 22 13,250

FathomSeseeesesecccessesccsncseedlyB30] cecceesd B50| seseces 65 esvencefossscadescccnas
Gill nsts..--oo.oooo-.o-o-ooo.ooooqooooooooooooud 96 5,905 33 720 128 4,625

Fathoms.-....-....-oooooooooo-ol000000000000014’990 IEE TN 4.30) esccncae 5,420 tevssvcee

Total.....-..o.........-...q..... 520’087 svee 225,67G esee 18’245 X R 562,002




PERSONS ENGAGED IN THE ALASKA HERRING FISHERY IN 1917.

Sy :
Occupations and races. Number. || Occupations and races. Humber.
Fishermen: Shoresmen: WhiteSeeeescecscsesa Z
mlites‘..'............I....l..' 98 ——
.Natives........................ 79 Tra.nsporters: WhiteSesessssescss
OtherSecescscsceccsssscscscccccsd i A S
Grand total.esecccccssscecesy 214
Totalessesessosscescncees 178

PRODUCT OF -ALASKA HEZRRING FISHERY IN 1917.

Productse Quantitye Value.

Herring: y
Dry Salted,for food ............u-u...............pmmd.s..- 165,000. 11,349

Fiesh,for LOOB . scnsesssstbsssssssssssssssssencssssssnsllosssd 6,’000 480
FreSh, for bait..--ooo-oo-ooooo..-ooo-ooo;-ooc.o..-ooadO‘oooq 2,095,600 25,735
Frozen, for £000eescssscscccsssssssscsscsesssssvsesssasllecacs 17,082 ) 27
Frozen, for bait...-...........u.....................do.-.u 3,995,180 51,821
Pickled, for fooaoo.oouooooooooo.o.-o.ooo.ou.o-oooonb&?f@lSoc 21,198a 248,299
ConnelessssesesessccsssesesscscssscncscscnsscensssscsceesCibCS8essd 49,245b 326 4528
&noked, for food..n..-.-u.-.......................pou.nds... 21,600 700
Oil...'........................'...'................gallon-s.. 205’992 82,596
FertilizertlooocOoQl.oo.oo.oooo.o'ooooooo....o.oo..otonsoo-l- 1,037 40,000

TotalOOOOQOOOOOQOQI.O0.00QQOOOOOOQOOOOOOOOOOOOQQQO.oood.loooo.ooo. 767,7?9
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